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Was Blown Out Through the Wmdow and Landed On a Fence
She Barely Eseaped the Fallmg Walls Of the House. -

» L4
The worst catistrophe that ever took place in Fairmeont,
& occurred this morning at two o’clock, when one of the houses

° ~ on Virginis, avenue, belonging to Watson, Miller and Malone,

slosion of gas. As a result seven
They are:

was blown up by an ex
" people were taken to Cook’s Hospital.
ERNEST WRAASE.
MDS. ERNEST WRAASE.
EDWARD WRAARE.
- CHARLES WRAASE.
- DESSIE THOMAS.
“JRS. WILLIAM DENT.
WILI.IE DENT.
: About two o'cleels ihis morning the people of Fairmont
- were aroused by an L\.p'lcrsio:i followed by the fire alarm. A
S large number hwtiedly dr essed and rushed to the scene of the
roved i2 be a house on Virginia avenue, in the

1

. Fourth ward. : i
Wihen the first pecple ’-trrn"ed upon the scenethey found
the house in splaters and the o.'es who had lived in it were
running around in their night clothes. .

: The great mystery is now the members of the two families
‘were not- killed. The house was occupied by William M.
Dent and family, and by Ernest Wraase and family. Dent’s
family consists of seven rembers, while there were four of
Wraase's, besides ¢7hired girl.
heunse all were ssarred more or less.

/

CAUSE OF THE EXPLOSION.

The cause of the explosion was gas. A rubber hose was
stretched from one room to a hot plate into another room.
Instead of turning off ‘the gas where the hose joined the pipe,
- it was turned oif at the het plate. In the night after the fac-
- tories slopped the use oi'tne gas, the pressure became so great
‘that the hose was blown from the pipe, thus allomng the
gas to escape into the room.

The gas escaped intc the room in which Mr. d Mrs.
- Wraase ard their two children slept. A: 1amp was kept burn-
- ing in order to care for the baby. About two o'clock IMrs.
. Wraase awoke and sn:clied the gas. She told her husband,
and he sdid to her:
sible.”’ She took one of the children and started, and he
" grabbed the mher, but before he was fmrly out of bed the ex-
'oloswn took plac .

Mr. Dent was sleepmg in a Morris chair, and his wife and

child,, Marmaduke, were in a bed in the same room. His
daughters, Fravkie, Jessie and Millie, were in another room.
"His step-son, Boardman Weaver, was in a room down stairs,
-while Miss T‘numas, Wra.a.se 5 hn'ed g'lrl was m t.he room‘over
- Weaver. :

- was called out.

Of the twelve inmates of the

Teccvering from fever.
**For God’'s sake get out as zoom as pos-

Dent and Mm:maduke were totally hidden from the cutside
world. IMiss Thomas found herself down in the room with
Weaver Jessie and Frankie Denf were blown out of the
window, while Milliz was fastened under her bfd and was
not found for some iime.’

The older members of both families worked hard io free

themselves and their families from the debris. Wraase lost
his cork leg, but hopped around and did what he coulid.

The bu:lding took fire immediately, and the depariment
In a very short time they made the run’of a
mile, and in a very few minutes after arriving, the blaze was
pui out. - In iaci,ithe work of the department was so well
done that the fire did not get much of a start.

Williama Dent was jarred up, and his hand and leg ‘hurt,
but his injuries are not serious. '

Mrs. Dent was taken to Cook's Hospital. -

Jessie Dent, 15, and Frankie Dent, 13, were only slightly
scraiched. -

Millie Dent, 12, was fpund almost smothered under her
bed, and was taken to ikc hospital.

Boardman Weaver is sore, but hardly scratched. _ .

Marmaduxe Dent, the little boy whe was with Mr. and
Mrs. Dent, was not scratched. -

' All of Wraase's family and the hired girl were taken to
the hospital. ! .

THJ; WRECEED HOUSE.

From the way the house is wrecked it looks like there
must have Deen a large amount of gas in the house. The roof
on oue side of tie house was lifted and turned around. Win-
dows in the neighbor’s houses were broken, and a man and a
child on Gaston avenve were thrown from their bBed. But
again, if there had Leen much gas m the house the inmates
would have been asphzxiated.

Dent is 'a carpenter, but has just recovered from a sick
spetl. He haa the hews: e mted and Wraase rentéd two rooms
from him. The latter is a tailor, and works for Wilbur Hen-
nen. Both families 1051 all their furnituré and clothing. Dent
had a fine library but is was burned. Mrs. Wraase is just
None of the furniture was insured,
and is a total loss. \ 2 :

Both® families are ieft in rather bad financial circum.

“stances, as sickness tooit most of their money.

Anyone who went o look at the wreclk of the house and

-sw where the people were sleeping cin out marvel at ‘their

escape, Beams, fines, partitions and all Linds of debris fell
over and 2rcund them.
fallng tim®s e only by a few. mches.

‘Several "of tha escﬂ-ped "dea.th fmm‘i:_ :

is swut!zed in bandages from head fo foat._ : On.ly
and ears are visible. She groans continually, and
be suffe ring Jmerse agony. She displayed great n

SEI’]GT{S
On +he cot at lier right, lies her three‘-year_—’bl_d
oldest child. He is suffering from a bad cut in the
an ugly gash in the right leg, near the hip. He was re:
his right side, apparently sound asleep, alt.hough. with wid

open eyes.

JESSIE DENT S EXPERIENCE.
r
Miss Jdesctie, the pre’&ty fifteen-year-old daughber
Dent, said: ‘I was sleeping in the back room of &
with my two sisters, Frankie and Millie. I heard the
cracking around me and awoke. Just then t.he
occurred I sailed t‘Lough a window and ht

fence is a wire one with a small board on the mp
this fairly, and being somewhat dazed, héld on.
lected by senses I jumped down and ra,n a few

ting.
window, and escaped with shght. mjunes.

In tho generzl ward, a pathetlc sight greets _'I'.he ¥ E@%&

Wraase, the husband and father of the -

w1th the sieeping forro of his 13-m_qnths—old'




